INTRODUCTION
The Indian region is well known for its native wealth of ethobotanical importance (Arora, 1985) . There is a growing interest on the importance of medicinal plants and traditional health practices in solving health care problems. Rana & Chandel (1992) have estimated that the herbal medicine component possess some 1200 plant species of therapeutic value used in the traditional medicine b native population and constitute an important resource with tremendous future prospects. At present, the traditional knowledge which can be used for medicinal and other beneficial purposes is disappearing at an even faster rate tan the disappearing pf plat species every day throughout the world. The traditional medical practices, although threatened b the modern pharmacopoeia, remain alive, especially among the elderly population, the inventorying and documenting the various plants which are used to treat common diseases among each tribes at the regional and national level is necessary. It will be helpful in tracing of new and underutilised plants as source of medicine and also help to identify the habitats tat must be put under strict regulation to foster conservation. The tribes inhabited in these regions are the sole custodian of the wild plant resources and replay on the use of wild plants when they are ill or to keep/enhance their health. All tribes generally recognize the medicinal pages 25 -28 value of the plants and aware of the techniques and methods of preparation. There are also a few persons who specialize in treating only a particular diseases. Besides being readily available and inexpensive to collect, severe financial constraints, lack of medicinal facilities and increase in the cost of medicine, still to a great extent the adhere to their native medicines largely using various plants and other ingredients.
METHODOLOGY
The data presented there are the out come of a series of intensive and extensive exploration trips over a period of two years. Every attempt was made to locate these plats and voucher specimens were collected. Besides, data on the local names have been collected which vary form place to place and tribe to tribe. All the specimens collected were identified on MH (Madras Herbarium) of southern circle, botanical survey of India, Coimbatore.
EMUMERATION
In the enumeration the botanical name of the genus and the species are arranged alphabetically followed b the family name in capital letters. The tribes who use them and finally information on local uses. This information as been gathered from the traditional healers, village heads, particularly for most ancient and knowledgeable inhabitants and these were cross-checked and critically analysed and documented. 
